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December 24, 2011 

Many in my family have done an end of year letter for years.  I have decided for several reasons to bring my 
letter this year into the 21st Century and send it via email to everyone.  Ok, I never sent out cards this year.  
Yes, I am one of the thousands who are contributing to the demise of the postal service.  Sorry, my life 
functions around email.  I rarely like to talk much more than a few minutes on the phone and would rather just 
type it.  My inbox is huge with things that have been scanned but not deleted.  But I digress.   Generally it has 
been an up and down year. Sounds just like many other people I know.   Smoke (the Queen of the apartment) 
would like everyone to know that she loved the treats someone got her last year and hopes more are coming.  
Well, besides the normal things that I do.  What stands out for 2011.  Let’s start our year in review. 
 
January: I spent a week in Oregon with my Dad and Connie.  First time I have been back to Grants Pass in 
several years.  Visited a bunch of places I have not seen for years and really just enjoyed the time with him.  He 
is now a City Commissioner so it was great talking with his friends and talking shop. 
 

       
 
February: Attended the Sayville Fire Department dinner (above left) out on Long Island.  It was great seeing 
many of my friends from Fire Island and especially the Sayville F.D. who we work with from Long Island.  Also 
in February we hijacked a friend of ours that had a birthday in January and took him to The Web (a strip club in 
mid-town Manhattan) to celebrate his belated birthday.  Everyone had a great time. Later that month I held 
my annual OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health, Federal agency) and PESH (New York State Public Employee 
Safety and Health which is the local arm of OSHA) refresh classes at Jeffrey’s 4th Street Theatre Workshop for 
the Cherry Grove Fire Department.  We also invite other departments so that their members can take these 
annual mandated refresher classes in the winter rather than taking them during great beach weather out on 
Fire Island.  [above mid & right] Smokey decided she wanted a drink of my water and if you are a cat person, 
you just have to put a cute cat picture in. 
 

    
 
March: I attended the NERP (Northeastern Region Pride) conference for Pride organizations in Pittsburgh 
(above).  Pictures are from the Andy Warhol Museum in downtown Pittsburgh.  This year it was combined with 
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POSE (Pride Organizations of the SouthEast).  So it doubled the number of people there and provided for some 
great quality workshops and panel discussions.  This is in support of my role as Secretary of Heritage of Pride, 
Inc. dba NYC Pride.  We produce the annual Pride events in Manhattan.  At the end of the month I attended 
the 25th Annual Night of a Thousand Gowns with the Imperial Court of New York. 
 
April: I had been having some problems with a growth on my back again.  Third time now it would seem.  My 
local doctor had lanced it and it became infected with a mild MRSA.  I returned to Dr. Moss (surgeon) who got 
it under control and totally healed.  But now it has started growing again so in 2012 I will have to have day 
surgery to hopefully take care of it once and for all.  At work we performed a Cache upgrade on our primary 
database.   During all of this, the cold weather here really drained my battery to the point of being dead.  So a 
new battery was in order for my Camry.  And who could not miss the wedding of the decade in London.  Yes, I 
have followed the English Royal family for many a years.  So I watched and recorded it.  At the end of the 
month I celebrated my 50th Birthday at The Web with about 50 friends before I jetted out of Newark the next 
day for Phoenix. 
 
May: I spent the first week in Mesa, Arizona kicking back with my mom as we jointly celebrated our actual 
birthdays.  Mom’s is the 3rd and mine is the 7th.  After returning to New Jersey, I attended our Service 
Recognition dinner where I was celebrating 27 years with Quest Diagnostics.  Many months I attend the FILESC 
(Fire Island Law Enforcement and Security Council) meetings that I am a member of.  And Cherry Grove, for the 
first time, conducted fire hose testing to full/standard pressure.  The vendor who provided this for us gave us 
all the documentation that we will need and numbered every hose per the NFPA (National Fire Prevention 
Association) guidelines.  
 
June: I was very busy with NYC Pride events as the LGBT community celebrated the passing of the marriage 
equality bill in New York State allowing same-sex couples to be legally web in New York State.  As usual I was at 
the merge where we put the floats together with the marchers and start them down the “parade” route.  Then 
after starting the last group, I dashed over to the Dance on the Pier which is on the Hudson (west) side of 
Manhattan and worked in “Hamilton” (our bank) for that event.  
 

       
 
July: Started off with the annual INVASION OF THE PINES on 4th of July (above).  [L] Darren with me on the dock 
[Mid] Simon with Mike [R] the entire town turns out for this annual event where the Drag Queens of Cherry 
Grove “invade” the neighboring community The Fire Island Pines (one town east of us) via the biggest Sayville 
Ferry they have.  This year the invaders numbered over 300.  One of my duties out in Cherry Grove is the Lead 
Dock Master.  So I try to keep order on the dock for the parade to the ferry.  Another major event around the 
world was the final installment of Harry Potter. I loved it but was also sad that it was all over.  I also taught the 
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OSHA classes that I had developed in The Pines and Ocean Bay Park to their firefighters.  We had another 
OSHA/PESH inspector which we are still dealing with the appeal and related items from that (another story 
more detailed than I have time for here).  We also had a major working fire in Cherry Grove.  The weather was 
perfect for a house fire.  It poured during part of it.  Electrical was suspected in this 2nd floor apartment.  
Everyone did an excellent job in stopping the fire. 
 

 
 
August: While the month started off like any other out on Fire Island, later in the month it turned very sad as 
we received news that one of our year-long residences had passed away while vacationing in Maine.  I actually 
received the call from the Maine State Police and had to assist in getting them information about next of kin.  
Later that same day, I performed the notification to his “foster” mother in Cherry Grove after being given 
permission to from the police.  It was a very emotional event and we held a memorial in September that 
almost the entire town turned out for.  Just as our Cherry Grove family was starting to recover from this 
terrible news, Hurricane Irene decided to visit.  The county executive decided to order a mandatory evacuation 
of Fire Island.  So off I went to help coordinate the evacuation and advise our community of first the volunteer 
early evacuation and then the mandatory evacuation a day later.  After the last person was off, I closed down 
the fire station; declared to county that we were out-of-service and headed back to Jersey where I weathered 
the storm with my roommates and puddy.  My entire parking lot was drowned.  My spot is off to the left of 
this picture so I was rather high and dry.  No damage to my car.  But as you can see from the pictures below, 
there was a bunch of rain and many had lots of damage.  We never lost power at my apartment because we 
have underground power almost directly from the local substation which also services the Teterboro airport.  
Others were without power for more than a week.  [L] My parking lot [mid] My car [R] One of our fire 
department 4x4’s being returned to the island.  During an evacuation, we take a few vehicles over to Long 
Island to not leave everything is one place (just in case). 
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September: We had the annual Cherry Grove Fire Department end of year dinner which had to be rescheduled 
due to the Hurricane.  Oh, not too much damage for our town during the storm.  Towns on both sides of us 
had damage and spots where the ocean breached the dunes.  Toward the end of September I attended a Drill 
Ground Instructor class which is a refresher class I have to take every 3 years to keep my Fire Instructor 
certification.  My certificate lapses in April 2012.  We also held the Memorial for our friend and fellow 
firefighter Michael Guerette who passed away suddenly in August. 
 

     
 
Above [L] Funeral party arriving at Cherry Grove [mid & R] Bobbie holding the cremated remains while I drive 
back to the fire house.  Below [L] An excellent montage done for Michael.  [R] Procession lead by bagpiper. 
 

   
 
 

Now if that was not enough for September.  My mom, step-dad, aunt and uncle returned from a cruise to New 

England.  They had a great time and we had the opportunity to run around New York City for the day.  My 

mom tells me that my aunt is still talking about the day trip.  They flew out of Newark for Phoenix the next 

morning.  But we got to see the sites after they got off the ship. 



Farewell to 2011 
By Craig Langley Williams 

Page | 5  
 

     

[L] My Aunt Barb, uncle and mom at the Liberty State Park (NJ).  [Mid] Mom and Jeffrey  [R] Barb & mom at 

Grant’s Tomb looking toward Riverside Church. 

October: Had a great Pre-Turkey dinner drill at Brian & Matt’s house.  A good friend of ours (Darren) was up 

from Virginia so he was able to attend along with a friend of mine (Justin) from Long Island.  We also had 

Matt’s mom, and our friend Frank so it was a fun time.  I made potato salad which turned out good.   

[L] Matt, Justin & Darren  [R] Brian & Frank. 
 

   
 
At the end of October I attended an ICS (Incident Command System) forms and incident action plan 
development class.  It was held at the Mercer (NJ) County Fire Academy.  This is another class that helped me 
make up my total CEU (continuing education units) that I need to renew my certificate.  In mid-October I 
started my Fire Instructor 2 classes.  36 hours of instruction and 2 oral presentations which lead up to me 
taking the state certification test on November 30th.  I needed the CEU’s anyway so it was a way to work on my 
next level up (Fire Instructor 2) and complete the required number of CEU’s to renew my existing Fire 
Instructor 1 certification.  At the end of October we had a wicked early snow storm here in the area.  What a 
mess it caused.  [L] from my back bedroom looking out at my car.  [R] when it started, it was thick and heavy.  
This was my car at Starbucks where I was doing some reading for my Fire Instructor class.  This picture was 
taken as I was getting ready to leave after it had only started snowing about 30-45 minutes before. 
 



Farewell to 2011 
By Craig Langley Williams 

Page | 6  
 

    
 
November: I had a Crown finished which made my dentist and me rather happy.  I think we started on this one 
back in May.  My gums have problem with dental work and it seems to take a long time to get them to stabilize 
so that we can finish the work previously started.  Thanksgiving was at Brian & Matt’s.  Also participated in the 
Heritage of Pride Strategic Planning committee that is going to look at the overall structure of the organization 
and make some recommendations to the membership for hopeful adoption at a future meeting in 2012.  As 
previously mentioned I took the FI2 test on November 30th.  IT WAS UNREAL.  It was a very difficult test.  I have 
since found out that I failed with a 65% score (70% is passing).  But I also found out that only 7 of 21 students 
passed the test.  Many of us were talking about how difficult the test was.  I will retake it in the Spring 2012 
when offered.  We also had a devastating fire in the middle of November in the next town over to us on Fire 
Island.  I was covering for my boss who was on vacation, so I could not respond.  The fire operation was for 3 
days as they surround and drowned it.  Over 300 firefighters from Long Island responded and over 30 
departments.  I am told that it was the largest fire response on Long Island since the mid-90’s. 
 

     

 
 
December: To kick off the month, our friend Darren visited with his friend Ryan.  They both attend school in 
Virginia.  They both were attending open auditions on Monday in Manhattan for Broadway plans.  They both 
are dancers and recently co-starred in their school play.  Brian, Matt and I enjoyed the brief time they were 
here.  They slept here as my apartment has emptied out again.  Paul left for a more secure location (inside 
joke) and Brandon moved into the city in upper Manhattan.  The following weekend, Matt, Brian, Warren and I 
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had a fun brunch with our friend Frank at NJ Buddies where they had a raffle and the brunch to raise funds for 
people specifically in New Jersey.  The next weekend I performed a fire evaluation for students at the Bergen 
County Fire Academy (something I manage to squeeze in from time to time).  I am an approve evaluator for 
students at the Academy.  They have to perform certain tasks safely and demonstrate to me that they know 
what they are doing to pass.  I was assigned to the 35’ ladder raise this time. 
 
So that about wraps up the recap of the year for me.  So just a few last thoughts…. 
[Below Left] Remember to Watch Where you are driving. 
 

    
[Above Right] And always check which direction the tree is going to fall BEFORE you cut it. 
 
(below Left) Be loud and make sure people hear you when ordering an evacuation. 
(below middle left) Simon says the key to life is smile more. 
(below middle right) Always wear some color – My Fire Island Landlord, Sidney. 
(below right) And remember to get your exercise in 2012 – oye. 
 

     
 
And please have a safe and enjoyable holiday.  Merry Christmas to everyone, Happy Holidays and … 

  Happy Chanukah Jordan.  Hugs and wishing everyone a great 2012.   Craig  


